Currently, survivors of slavery in the UK face a ‘lottery’ of support, often struggling to
access safe housing, counselling, or even basic financial subsistence, despite having a
legal right to access such help. During recovery, severely exploited people are at serious
risk of harm. Trafficking survivors face a higher risk of suicide attempts and physical
health complications.

Now, support would be even harder for survivors to
access under Part 5 of the Nationality and Borders Bill.

Under Part 5 of the Nationality and Borders Bill, many survivors will not receive support
due to the creation of cold-hearted ‘trauma deadlines’, which will penalise survivors who
do not share details of their abuse ‘quickly enough’ (clauses 57 and 58).
The Bill also includes concerning clauses which would see survivors subjected to greater
risk of rejection earlier in their recovery journey (clause 59) and blocked from accessing
help if they have a conviction of 12 months (clause 62).

Under Part 5 (Clause 59), survivors would be expected to provide even
more evidence, earlier in their recovery journey, or else miss out on safe
housing, counselling, and protection.
Harsher criteria will be used to make decisions on a case earlier in the
process, before survivors have even received help to gather evidence.

Hidden in plain sight
The Government claims that the system is open to abuse, but the reality is the opposite: We are failing
to recognise enough survivors.
Last year, only 3,084 victims of trafficking were recognised by the UK government at the final trafficking
decision-making stage, falling significantly short of identifying the 100,000 people whom the Centre for
Social Justice estimates are currently living in settings of exploitation.
Under Part 5, tougher criteria in the first decision making stage of the trafficking determination process
(Clause 59) would affect survivors’ access to the most urgent forms of support. Government must halt
attempts to ‘toughen up’ an already hostile system which is failing to recognise survivors.
Support bans
Part 5 introduces the power to ban support for survivors who have received a sentence of 12 months
or more on the grounds of ‘public order’ (Clause 62), despite the high number of survivors forced to
undertake criminalised activity as a result of their trafficking.
Meanwhile, new powers to provide immigration leave (Clause 64) and a minimum period of support to
some confirmed victims of trafficking (Clause 63) may seem positive on the surface, but instead
represent a downgrading of support by allowing the Government to allocate rights to survivors on a
‘case-by-case’ basis. In practice, survivors would only receive this support when deemed “necessary”.
We believe that support for survivors is always necessary for those who request it.
Cruel and unfair ‘trauma deadlines’
Under Part 5 of the Nationality and Borders Bill, Home Office decision makers and judges would be
asked to penalise cases raised after a ‘deadline’ issued to victims by the Home Secretary called
‘Trafficking Information Notices’.
Recovery does not follow a ‘convenient’ timeline.
It can take years for survivors to make sense of an experience as traumatic as trafficking and, often,
delays in providing evidence are due to practical circumstances outside of the survivors’ control (such
as not having access to legal representation).

By promoting the MP action link (linked on the After Exploitation home page:
http://afterexploitation.com) in local media outlets, we can really push for more people to take part. Local
media coverage – rather than just national - is also a great way to put MPs under greater pressure, as it’s
the voters on their patch who could cost them the next election.
Finding local media contacts
Google your [town name] and “newspaper” or “radio station” to start gathering a list of media outlets
covering your area. You may want to start small and then go bigger (for example, searching “Oldham +
newspaper”, then “Manchester + newspaper” and on to “North West + news”. Once you have a list of
names, visit each of the websites’ “contact us” sections, and find the email address for editorial.
Letter to editor
Did you know that one of the most-read sections in a local newspaper is the letters’ page? It’s always worth
writing to the editor, raising the concerns around the Nationality and Borders Bill. Our template is here:
https://tinyurl.com/bordersbillletter
MP position
If you have completed the MP action, and received a response, why not let a local reporter know about the
correspondence you have received, and why you are concerned by this. You can search “[MP name] +
“modern slavery”” to see if your MP has taken a stand against trafficking in the past. If so, you can highlight
inconsistencies in your letter to editor or conversation with the journalist.
Community action
If you have a visual action planned (like a market stall day gathering petition signatures, a presence at a
wider set of protests, or get-together with a local organisation, why not let a journalist know. Use the
search bar in your local outlet’s website to find journalists who have reported on relevant key terms in the
past (such as “protest”, “Nationality and Borders Bill”, or “picket”).
Radio
Why not send the After Exploitation briefing on Part 5 to a local radio station, and ask if they are planning
on reporting the changes?

Did you get featured in local media?
Feedback on coverage to info@afterexploitation.org.uk, so we can share your work!

To create change, we need to work together. We must build networks of charities, community groups,
places of worship and learning, individuals, and even businesses, who understand modern slavery and can
act quickly when damaging changes come to light. Right now, the Nationality and Borders Bill poses the
biggest threat to modern slavery survivors. Yet, with every conversation you have and every signature you
secure, you are paving the way for battles far into the future. That is why community work is so important.

MP ACTION
We’re trying to get as many signatures as possible from organisations and individuals to our MP action
here: http://eaction.afterexploitation.org.uk/scraptheplan. You can:
•

Reach loved ones
Ask your friends and families to sign the MP action, maybe even holding a campaign get-together

•

Reach businesses
Print out resources (available on our website) and ask your favourite businesses to display them

•

Reach the community
Hold a market stall day asking passers-by to complete the MP action on a phone, tablet or laptop

•

Let us know what you’ve done!
If you have pictures of a supportive business’ shop front display, or want to share how your
campaign day went, we’d love to hear from you (info@afterexploitation.org)

In 2015, Refugee Action’s ‘Another Way to Safety’ campaign pushed for
resettlement for refugees in Syria. They joined forced with community groups
and charities around the UK to generate MP actions, calling for a safe route
for Syrian nationals to be resettled in the UK at the height of the crisis.
The Government pledged to resettled 20,000 Syrian refugees. Last year,
following the fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban, the Government made a
similar pledge to resettle Afghan refugees. This shows why campaigning is so
important – not just for the immediate victories, but to send a lasting
message to future Governments.

Find your MP and approach them for a meeting
First, find out who your MP is by typing your postcode into www.writetothem.com. You can email
them to either ask for a meeting, or invite your MP to attend some kind of event you are hosting
to mobilise the community against Part 5 of the Nationality and Borders Bill. For example, this
could be an invite to speak at a meeting with the local community group you’re a part of, or a
market stall day in which you’re getting petition signatures for After Exploitation’s Part 5 action.
When you write to your MP, you should include:
•
•
•
•
•

The name(s) of the people / group requesting a meeting
Outline why you are requesting a meeting, highlighting your key concerns with Part 5 of
the Nationality and Borders Bill
Make it clear why this is locally important, highlighting people you’ve spoken with
(communities, businesses, or other volunteer in your area) who want the MP to act
Make it clear that you are a volunteer for After Exploitation
Provide a list of times and availabilities to meet online or in-person

Planning your meeting
If you secure a meeting with your MP, plan an ‘agenda’, covering:
•
•
•
•

.
.
.
.
.

Quick introduction
Overview of After Exploitation (example media coverage is here)
Concerns with Part 5, based on the talking points on page 4 of this campaigns guide
Ask your MP to speak with colleagues in the Lords. They should persuade peers to vote for
amendments which would remove any of the measures in Part 5
During the meeting, always remain polite, and make notes on points raised by the
MP. If you don’t know the answers to any questions, be honest! Simply promise to
look up the answer after your meeting and send clarification via email.
Send your feedback on the meeting or letter response to
info@afterexploitation.org, so we can track which MPs are also
concerned by Part 5.

* Names have been changed to ensure the anonymity and safety of campaigners
-The Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust has supported this work in recognition of the importance of
the issue. The facts presented and the views expressed are, however, those of the authors and
not necessarily those of the Trust. For further information: www.jrrt.org.uk
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