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Briefing on the Nationality and Borders Bill compiled by After Exploitation, 
with support from Focus on Labour Exploitation (FLEX) and the Anti 
Trafficking Monitoring Group (ATMG).  
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A majority of survivors have been forced to commit criminal activity as a result of their 
exploitation. This activity could include anything from marijuana cultivation to 
pickpocketing. Yet, Clause 62 would see survivors of slavery barred from support if they 
have a criminal conviction of 12 months or more. The so-�����o�o�������Z�W�µ���o�]�����K�Œ�����Œ�[�����Æ���u�‰�š�]�}�v��
could also affect survivors criminalised for their immigration status, under preceding 
sections of the Nationality and Borders Bill. 

 

 
 

Clauses 57 and 58 in the Nationality and Borders Bill would penalise victims of slavery for 
�v�}�š���•�Z���Œ�]�v�P�������š���]�o�•���}�(���š�Z���]�Œ�����Æ�‰�o�}�]�š���š�]�}�v���Z�(���•�š�����v�}�µ�P�Z�[�X�� 
 
Under the changes, even modern slavery survivors with an asylum or humanitarian 
protection claim, who could be �Œ�����}�P�v�]�•���������•���Z�P���v�µ�]�v���[�����Ç���š�Z�����,�}�u�����K�(�(�]����, would be 
�����v�]�������•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���•�µ���Z�����•���•���(�����Z�}�µ�•�]�v�P���}�Œ�����}�µ�v�•���o�o�]�v�P�X���^�µ�Œ�À�]�À�}�Œ�•���]�•�•�µ�������Z�d�Œ���(�(�]���l�]�v�P��
�/�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���E�}�š�]�����•�[�����Œ�������š���Œ�]�•�l���}�(���u�]�•�•�]�v�P���}�µ�š���]�(���š�Z���Ç�����}���v�}�š���Œ���À�����o�������š���]�o�•���}�(���š�Z���]�Œ��
exploitation by a set deadline. Victims who struggle to instantly disclose due to trauma, 
lack of legal and mental health support, or feared reprisals from traffickers, may not be 
eligible for help despite facing significant barriers to reporting. 

 
 

Under Clause 59, slavery survivors would be put under more scrutiny, earlier in their 
recovery journey. Changes to the first decision making stage of trafficking claims will see 
survivors forced to meet even higher thresholds of evidence, almost immediately, before 
they have even accessed a lawyer, translator or advocate to help evidence their 
experiences confidently.  
 
The New Plan for Immigration policy paper also outlines plans to grant new powers to the 
Police, Home Office, and other first responders, to reject trafficking claims outright before 
claimants have had access to support. The changes are proposed despite a vast majority 
of survivors who claim to have been trafficked being �������u���������•���Z�P���v�µ�]�v���[ (89% in final, 
and 92% in initial-stage, decisions). 


